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Fire it up!  Corvette Show comes to town 
 

 
 

 

    Mark your calendars for July 18. Mid-County Firefighters Association and 
Orscheln’s are teaming up to have a Corvette show from 3-8:30 p.m. in 
Orscheln’s parking lot on Hwy. 54 in Camdenton. There will be a bounce 
house for the kids, dunk tank, cool cars, food and drinks.  
     If you own a Corvette and would like to show it off, registration is $25. 
Judging will take place at 6 p.m. and a cruise around the lake follows the 
show. For more information, contact Jeremy Rugen at 480-3387.         
 

Mid-County Fire  
Protection District 
 
 
 

     For Americans, Fourth of July 
celebrations usually signify summer fun, 
vacations, and the gathering of family 
and friends, but Independence Day can 
also bring tragedy. In a typical year, 
more U.S. fires are reported on July 4 
than on any other day, and fireworks 
account for half of those fires. Sparklers, 
firecrackers, and rockets are the leading 
contributors to these injuries. Because 
most fireworks injuries are preventable, 
everyone can enjoy a safe and happy 
holiday by following a few fireworks 
safety tips. 
 
Who is at most risk? 
  In 2007, U.S. hospital emergency 
rooms treated an estimated 9,800 
people for fireworks related injuries. 
 

56% of 2007 emergency room 
fireworks-related injuries were to the 
extremities and 36% were to the head.  

49% of the 2007 fireworks injuries 
were burns, while 29% were contusions 
and lacerations.  

Two of 5 people injured by fireworks 
were under the age of 15.  

The risk of fireworks injury was 2 ½ 
time as high for children ages 5-14 as 
for the general population.  

Sparklers, fountains and novelties 
alone accounted for 56% of the 
emergency room fireworks injuries in 
2007. 

 

How and why do injuries occur? 

Availability: In spite of federal 

regulations and varying state 

prohibitions, many types of fireworks are 

still accessible to the public. Distributors 

often sell fireworks near state borders, 

where laws prohibiting sales on either 

side of the border may differ. 

- continued on page 2 

 

 

ady be here.  Pay heed to the watches 

that are activated in this area; watches 

mean watch the sky, warnings mean it’s 

July – Aug. 2009, Issue 5  When The Smoke Clears…. 
 

 

 



 

 

Fireworks safety, continued 
 

Old Kinderhook  
Golf Tournament planned 

[Mid-County Fire Protection District 

I’m feeling hot, hot, 

HOT! 

  Heat kills by taxing the human 
body beyond its abilities. In a 
normal year, about 175 
Americans succumb to the 
demands of summer heat. 
 
  Ranging in severity, heat 
disorders share one common 
feature: the individual has 
overexposed or over-exercised 
for his/her age and physical 
condition in the existing 
thermal environment. Sunburn, 
with its ultraviolet radiation 
burns, can significantly slow 
the skin’s ability to shed excess 
heat. 
 
Factors that lead to  
heat stress 

High temperature and humidity 
Direct sun or heat 
Limited air movement 
Physical exertion 
Poor physical condition 
Some medications 
Inadequate tolerance for hot 
workplaces 
 
Symptoms of  
heat exhaustion 

Headaches, dizziness, fainting 
lightheadedness, weakness 
and moist skin, mood swings, 
such as irritability or confusion, 
nausea, muscle cramps, pale 
and clammy skin 

 

What to Do for Heat-Related 
Illnesses                                 

Move the person to a cool, 
shaded area. Loosen or 
remove heavy clothing. 
Provide cool drinking water.  
Don’t let the victim drink too 
quickly or too much. Fan and 
mist the person with water.  
 

 

Fireworks type: Among the various 
types of fireworks, some of which are 
sold legally in some states, bottle 
rockets can fly into peoples’ faces and 
cause eye injuries; sparklers can ignite 
clothing and firecrackers can injure the 
hands of face if they explode at close 
range. 
Being too close: Injuries may result from 
being too close to fireworks when they 
explode; for example, when someone 
leans over to look more closely at a 
firework that has been ignited, or when 
a misguided bottle rocket hits a nearby 
person. 
Lack of physical coordination: Younger 
children often lack the physical 
coordination to handle fireworks safely. 
Curiosity: Children are often excited and 
curious around fireworks, which can 
increase their chances of being injured.  
For example, when they re-examine a 
firecracker dud that initially failed to 
ignite and then it explodes. 
Experimentation: Homemade fireworks 
(ones made of the powder from several 
firecrackers) can lead to dangerous and 
unpredictable explosions. 

 What can I do? 
  The best way to protect your family is not 
to use any fireworks at home – period.  
Attend public fireworks displays and leave 
the lighting to the professionals. 
  Kids should never play with fireworks.  
Sparklers can reach 1,800° Fahrenheit 
(982° Celsius) – hot enough to melt gold. 
  Steer clear of others – fireworks have 
been known to backfire or shoot off in the 
wrong direction. Never throw or point 
fireworks at someone, even in jest. 
  Don’t allow kids to pick up pieces of 
fireworks after an event. Some may still be 
ignited and can explode at any time. 
  Think about your pet. Animals have 
sensitive ears and can be extremely 
frightened or stressed on the Fourth of 
July. Keep pets indoors to reduce the risk 
that they’ll run loose or get injured. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Join us on Sunday, Aug 2 at 1 p .m. 
for the Mid-County Firefighters 
Association golf tournament. 
     Teams of four will compete on Old 
Kinderhook’s course for prizes.  For 
$100 per player, participants will receive 
a golf shirt, goodie bag, bbq dinner, two 
drink tickets and cart rental. 
     Businesses interested in sponsoring 
a team can do so for only $400.  This 
includes their team’s fees, a sign on the 
hole of their choice, plus all the benefits 
a team receives. 
   For more information or to play a 
round with us, contact Mid-County at 
346-2049. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To receive this newsletter via e-mail, please 

contact 9467@mcfpd.org or 9371@mcfpd.org.  

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following 
Mid-County Firefighters! 

 
Kristen Matheis on her marriage to Tony Hemen 
Kendra Cramlett, Jeramiah Johnson and Jamie 
Holden on graduating from the Firefighter 1 & 2 

Academy 
Derek St. Onge and Irv Klimkewicz on passing 
their EMT tests 
Chris Bachman and wife, Jen, on the birth of 

their son, Cole Thomas, on June 25 
Heather Dennis and Josh Mool on their marriage  
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